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Many tropical or subtropical areas of the world, as well as
some temperate areas, are confronted in a similar way with
the problems arising from fruit flies (Diptera, Tephritidae),
although each area presents, in this respect, a group of
species which is peculiar for it. The species most harmful to
agriculture are responsible for direct damage, but also for
losses to export markets related to the quarantine
restrictions, which can be considerable. This document
presents the advantage of showing the diversity of the
recent studies devoted to this group of pests and the
principal orientations of these works. Thirteen papers dedicated to these pests are
collected in this special issue Fruits flies in Africa. Five of them focus on the fruit flies
biology; two articles concern the polymorphism of the allozymes within the populations of
the Ceratis sp. in the Mediterranean basin; control methods are presented in four
documents while populations’ displacements and interspecies competition receive special
care in the two last articles.
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