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Of the many thousand plant species in the world, only about
150 species are used and commercialised on a global scale.
However, local people make use of an estimated another 7,000
‘ species. Many of them grow in areas where conditions for
farming are unfavourable and opportunities for inhabitants to
improve their incomes are few. The highly biodiversified
systems that are home to these species provide security and
-l = =8 diversity in farm incomes. Whilst there is a lot of enthusiasm
EDP =V amongst researchers and major funding bodies of the
importance of underutilized crops for nutrition and income

generation, there is a great need for coordinated approaches.

The fifteen papers collected in the Fruits special issue dedicated to underutilized fruits
provide a glimpse into the diversity of the ongoing research activities: four papers introduce
and characterize each one or a range of indigenous species; three papers are presenting an
evaluation of newly introduced species; the role of pollinators is the focus of two papers and
five fruit species (Detarium microcarpum, Artocarpus camansi, Adansonia digitata, Mammea
americana and Annona muricata) are the topic of six additional papers which study their
morphological or physiological characteristics in order to develop or strengthen
improvement programmes.
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